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20 Days to the UK with 40% Lower
Per-Container Costs! China's First Scheduled
Weekly Arctic Container Service to Europe

Launches on August 15

China's first scheduled weekly Arctic container express service
between China and Europe will officially commence operations on
August 15. On that day, a container vessel will depart from
Ningbo Zhoushan Port, transit the Arctic Northeast Passage
(NEP), and arrive directly at the Port of Felixstowe, UK, in
approximately 20 days. This is not a trial voyage—it marks the
inaugural scheduled sailing of China's first regular weekly Arctic

container service between China and Europe.
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(Source: China Navigation Service (CNSS))

In other words, from August through October this year, shippers
will have access to one weekly Arctic-bound sailing from Ningbo
to Europe, with a total of eight scheduled voyages. The final

sailing will depart on October 3 and arrive on October 24.
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Compared with the traditional Suez Canal route and the Cape of
Good Hope route, the Arctic shipping corridor is demonstrating

increasingly significant competitive advantages.

Significantly Shorter Transit Time:

Based on the Shanghai—Rotterdam trade lane, the Arctic route
shortens the voyage by approximately 3,000 nautical miles and 15
days compared with the Suez Canal route, and by around 6,800
nautical miles and 25 days compared with the Cape of Good Hope
route. Transit time from Chinese ports to major Baltic ports is

reduced by nearly one-third.

For comparison, China-Europe rail freight generally requires
around 25 days, conventional ocean freight via the Suez Canal
takes 30-40 days, while sailings via the Cape of Good Hope

typically require 40-50 days.
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According to Intermodal analyst Nikos Tagoulis, the Arctic route
can reduce transit time on certain Northeast Asia—Northern

Europe services by 30%-40%.

Safer and More Reliable Navigation:

The Arctic route completely bypasses high-risk maritime areas
such as the Red Sea and the Strait of Malacca, effectively avoiding
common risks associated with traditional shipping lanes,
including Suez Canal congestion, geopolitical disruptions in the

Red Sea, and piracy incidents.

Against the backdrop of continuously rising transit costs through
the Suez Canal and worsening security concerns in the **Strait of
Hormuz**, market demand for diversified international logistics

corridors has become more urgent than ever.
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Naturally Suited for Temperature-Controlled Cargo:

The naturally low-temperature environment along the Arctic
route is well suited for temperature-sensitive, high-value cargo
such as photovoltaic (PV) products, energy storage systems,
and precision electromechanical equipment, helping maintain

product quality while reducing cargo deterioration.

The primary cargo categories targeted by this service include:

* Lithium batteries

* Solar photovoltaic products

* New energy vehicle (NEV) components

* Cross-border e-commerce cargo

* Other high-value, time-sensitive commodities
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Saving at least five days means far more than faster transit for
exporters of new energy products, solar equipment, lithium

batteries, and cross-border e-commerce shipments.

It means products can arrive on European shelves with greater
precision during the peak sales season. It also means that Red Sea
diversions and Suez Canal congestion will no longer serve as

excuses for late deliveries or contractual penalties.

This service is not a market trial—it is a fully operational liner
service with booking availability. In September 2025, HIJS
Shipping's Istanbul Bridge completed the Ningbo-Felixstowe
voyage in approximately 20 days, successfully carrying around
4,000 TEUs of China's "New Three" export products on its maiden

voyage.

The 2026 operation is on an entirely different scale:
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Seven vessels will be deployed on a rotating schedule (ice-class
container vessels ranging from 1,384 TEUs to 4,890 TEUs),

replacing the previous single-vessel operation.

Cargo consolidation from six Chinese ports: Cargo will first be
consolidated at Dalian, Taicang, Qingdao, Fuzhou, Shanghai, and
Nansha, before being transshipped onto the mainline vessel at

Ningbo.

European distribution network: Upon arrival at Felixstowe, cargo
will be distributed onward to major ports across Northwestern,
Northern, and Eastern Europe, including Rotterdam, Hamburg,

Antwerp, Wilhelmshaven, Gothenburg, and Gdynia.

Cargo-friendly service:The route accepts general cargo containers
(dry containers), refrigerated containers (reefers), oversized cargo
(OOG cargo), and qualified Class 9 dangerous goods, including

new energy power batteries. The naturally cold Arctic
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environment also helps reduce part of the cost associated with

temperature-controlled transportation.

The Timing for Launching This Service Is Ideal

First, traditional shipping routes have become increasingly

challenging.

Transit fees for the Suez Canal continue to rise year after year,
while geopolitical instability in the Red Sea and escalating
tensions around the Strait of Hormuz have significantly increased
operational uncertainty. Since 2025, foreign trade companies
have shown unprecedented demand for alternative logistics

corridors beyond the traditional routes.

Second, the Arctic navigation window has become increasingly

viable.
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As global warming extends the annual navigable season along the
Arctic Northeast Passage, the operational window from *July

through October has expanded to approximately 120 days.

In 2025, the Northern Sea Route (NSR) recorded 107 transit
voyages, including 15 container vessel transits—approximately

five times the number recorded a decade ago.

Third, the cargo simply cannot afford delays.

For products such as photovoltaic modules, energy storage
battery cells, and new energy vehicle components, European
customers often place orders well in advance of the Christmas

sales season.

With rail transit taking around 25 days and conventional ocean

freight requiring up to 40 days, any disruption along the supply
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chain can easily result in delayed deliveries and compensation

claims.

A 20-day direct ocean service effectively combines the cost
advantage of sea freight with the transit efficiency traditionally

associated with rail freight.

The Three Calculations That Matter Most to Foreign Trade

Companies

Transit Time: The Ningbo-Felixstowe service offers a transit time
of approximately 20 days, saving 15-20 days compared with the
Suez Canal route and even arriving around five days faster than

China—-Europe rail freight.

Transportation Cost: According to customer feedback from the
2025 maiden voyage, the cost per container was approximately 40%

lower than that of China—Europe rail transport. Although the
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Arctic route requires the use of higher-cost low-sulphur fuel, the
significantly shorter sailing distance reduces total fuel
consumption. As a result, the overall transportation cost per
container is not necessarily higher than shipping via the Suez

Canal.

Carbon Emissions: With the sailing distance reduced by nearly
one-third, carbon emissions per voyage are approximately 50%
lower than those of the traditional Suez Canal route. Under the EU
Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), this represents a
tangible competitive advantage by helping exporters reduce their

carbon footprint and improve cost competitiveness.

However, the Arctic service is not a year-round, one-size-fits-all
solution. Shippers should clearly understand its operational

limitations before making booking decisions.
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Seasonal Operation: The service is available only during the
annual navigation window from July to October. The Arctic sea
route becomes icebound during winter and therefore cannot

serve as a year-round primary shipping corridor.

Limited Capacity: The service is operated by seven medium-sized
ice-class container vessels, providing total capacity far below that
of the major Asia—Europe liner services via the Suez Canal. It is
therefore best suited for high-value, time-sensitive cargo, rather

than large-volume bulk replenishment shipments.

Ice-Class Requirements and Marine Insurance: Transit through
the Arctic Northeast Passage requires ice-class vessels and
coordination with Russian icebreaker escort services. Shippers are
advised to carefully review the relevant Bill of Lading (B/L) clauses,

including provisions relating to war risk insurance, ice navigation,
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and force majeure or ice-related liability exemptions, before

booking cargo.

Final Inland Distribution: The maiden port of call is Felixstowe,
United Kingdom. Cargo destined for inland locations or other

ports in Northwestern Europe will require onward distribution.

When calculating total logistics costs, shippers should also take
into account final-mile trucking, feeder services, or other inland
transportation expenses, rather than focusing solely on the ocean

freight.
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